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Eorlg Years Foundalion Sloge PolicH - 2026 - 2021

Aims

e To provicle children with a hoppH, posiiive and fun stark bo their school iife o“owinc] them o
establish solid J:ouncloiions on which HieH can expond and deveiop a deep love of ieo,rning.

e To offer each child a wide range of exciiing experiences and c]ive them the opporiuniig bo
consolidoie, expiore and invesiigaie oiongside their own personoi experiences.

e Toenable each child, H‘irougn encourogemeni, c]uido,nce and hic]h expecio,iions, bo reach their J:u”
poieniioi socio”g, ansicaHH, inieueciuouﬂ and emoiiono“ij.

e To offer a strucure for leo,rninc] that has a range of sioriing poinis and unlimited opporiuniiies
for developmeni.

e To encourage children to clevelop independence within a loving, secure and J:riendlﬂ aimospnere.

e To suppori children in building reiaiionsnips with their peers and adulls.

e To heip each child to recoc]nise their own sirengihs and achievements bH experiencing success and

developing Hie confidence io wor|< iowo,rds Hieir nexi sieps.

The Curriculum

The Eoriﬂ Years Foundation Siage (EYFS) fromework includes seven areas of ieorning and deveiopmeni,
all of which are seen as imporioni and inierconnecied, bul three areas are seen as pariicuiarlg imporioni
]:or igniiing cniiclren's curiosiiﬂ and enHiusio,sm for ieorning, for building Hieir copaciig io ieorn and J:orm

reloiionships ond Hirive (DfE 20|4: |.3). Tnese prime areas suppori Hie speciJ:ic areas OJ: iearninc].
The prime areas are:

o Communicalion and Longuoge (Lisiening, Altention and Undersionding, and Speoking)

. Phﬂsicol Developmenl (Gross Molor Skills and Fine Moltor Skills)

. Personal, Social and Emalional Developmenl (Monoging Self, Self-rec]uiaiion and Mokinc]
Reloiionships)

The speciJ:ic areas OJ: leorninc] clevelop esseniio,l skiiis and knowiedc]e J:or children io poriicipoie

successJ:uHH in socieiﬂ. Tne specific areas are:

. LiierocH (Comprehension, Word Reoding and Wriiing)
o Malhemalics (Number and Numerical Palterns)

. Underslonding the World (Past and Preseni, Peopie, Cullure and Communilies)

. Expressive Ads and Design (Creoiing Malerials and Being Imaginoiive and Expressive)




The planning and 9uidin9 of the children's work will refleci upon the diﬂ:ereni ways that children learn.

The Hiree cnaracierisiics of iearning are:

. Pla‘tjing and Exploring — children invesiic]aie and experience Hiinc]s, and have a 90'.

o Aclive Leorning — children concenlrate and |<eep on irging iJ: HieH encounter diﬂ:iculiies, and
enjoH acnieving.

. Creahng and Thinking Crihcouﬂ — children have and develop their own ideos; make links
belween ideas, and deveiop siraiec]ies for doinc] H’iings.

Our iopics offer o broad and balance curriculum carefullﬂ pianned to build on our children's Previous
knowiedge and skills. Topics give our children the best possible stark in life bﬂ providing them with o

range Of experiences ITO prepare Hiem fOf' fuiure SUCCESS.

Pedagogg

Child Led Leorning
Ai Redclai Hi”, we wiu consider H16 individual needs, inieresis and siages OJ,' developmeni for each cnild.

The curriculum will be delivered Hirougn a mixture of aduli-ied, adult directed and child-initiated iearning
opporiuniiies. These opporiuniiies are clearlﬂ defined on the class limetables. In EYFS, we have separaie
pio,nninc] for adull-led and conlinuous provision opporiuniiies. The adulk's role is to coniinua”g modei,
demonstrate and quesiion whal the child is doinc]. In some cases, the adult will ask a child to come and
compieie a bask or game with Hiem; al other kimes Hieg will pariicipaie in a child’s gome, exiending it
where possible. Adulls use clailﬂ noies, observalions and inkeraclions with children to inJ:orm the pianninc].

WeeHH pians are displaged in Hie individuai ciassrooms.

BH the fino,i term in recepiion, the children will experience many more adull-led lasks as H’LCH prepare for

their transition fo Year | (See Foundalion to KeH Siage One Transilion PoiicH).

Learning Hirougn P[O'U is an imporiani po,ri of our Eo,riH Years classrooms. A Reddal Hill, we have lwo
one-hour conlinuous provision sessions, enlitled Discoverlj Time, each daﬂ. During this ime, children free
flow belween differeni areas of iearning. We believe children learn best from achivilies and experiences
that interest and inspire them. Using children’s inlerests as a siariing poini, we provide children with
siimulaiing, aclive plo,H experiences in which H‘ieH can expiore and deveiop their learning bo neip them make
sense of the world around them. TneH have opporiuniiies Hirougn their piaﬂ bo think creaiivelﬂ and
criiico,uﬂ, alongside other children, as well as on their own. Theﬂ are able to pro,ciise skills, build upon
and revisit prior leo,rning and experience ak their own level and pace. We believe it is imporiani that

adulls lake an aclive role in child-initiated piaﬂ Hirougn observing, mode”ing, fo,ciiiiaiing and exiending
plo,H.



Aduu—l_ed Leorning

Al Reddal Hl”, we carefullg Plan adull-led experiences for children in the form of structured adull-led
Leaching and aduu-led 9roup achvihes.

In nursery, oPPorkunlhes are carefu”H Planned to allow for dallﬂ Phonics, mo,Hms, Word Aware and
WellComm aclivilies. Other learnlng oppor}unihes, i.e. fine ond gross molor oPPorLuniHes, expresslve arks

and design and underskanding H1e world are Provided H’LFOUIQI'LOU,L H’Le wee|<.

In recephon, oPPortunihes are carefu”H Planned bo allow for dailﬂ Phonics, readlng, wriling, Word Aware,
Kinelic Lelters and maths. Other learning oPPorLunlhes, i.e. expresslve arts and design, underskanding the
world and flne motor and gross motor achivilies are Provlded leoughout the week. These are Parhcularlﬂ
importank in helping children to learn sPeclflc skills and know[edge, and it is Oflen leough children’s Plo,H,

that we see how much of this learning children have undersfood and can aPPlH in differenl situalions.

In nursery and recephon, stories and s'mg'mg are an imporlank Part of the claH. We wank to make sure
our children have a love of books and songs, and will leave the EYFS with a bank of stories and songs
that HmeH know well. We have clailﬂ slorg lime in nursery and oPPortunihes for lwo stor\Lj time sessions,
each claH, in recephon and our wrihng sessions, in recephon, are structured around a focus bext. EverH
child is 9iven their own book bag with o reading book to share / read at home. The children's reading
books are changed Hmroughout the week  Adulls aim to listen o all children read al least once during the

wee|<.

Classroom Orgonisohon

Our classrooms have deflned areas with clearlH labelled resources to ensure children can access them
independenHlj. Across EYFS, we Provide children with exPeriences and achivities in all of the seven areas
of learning. Children have access to a wrihng area, makhs area, crealive area, book corner, role Plaﬂ
area, construction area, small world area, and carpeted Leaching area. A varielﬂ of aclivilies are Planned

fOf' o,nd sel UP in H’Le diﬁerenl areas GOCh CJ«O,H

Each child has their own labelled peg in their classroom. We encourage children lo lake responsibilikg for
keeping their clothes and book bags safelH in one Place!

Assessment
Assessmenk is an essenhal Parl OJI H’»e learning and development OJ: children in Hw EYFS. H 'mvolves
Pro,chhoners observing children lo undersland H‘»eir level OJ: achievemenl, inlerests and learning slgles, and

Eo Hwen sho,Pe leaming exPeriences for each child reJ:lechng upon Hmose observahons.

To ensure we Provide Paren[s with regular uPda[es regarding their child's progress in the EYFS, each

child’s 'Learnlng J ourneH’ is collated using an online APP called Evidence Me'. Phokogrophs, videos and
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wrilten observalions record children’s learning and achievement. Where aPProPriate, we include individual
next steps for children’s learning. These next steps inform J:uture Plannlng. Parents have the opporkunlhj
bo contribule to the 'Learning J ourneHs) either H’Lrough the Evidence Me APP or on paper. Staff have their
own lPads, which are used to caPture observalions and next skeps for learnlng. All iPads are Password

PFO tecked.

On enlrg ITO nurserH and recephon, we COFFH OU} a baseline assessmenk ]fOf' each Child. Throughouk H'Le
EOF[H YGOFS, Hw ClOSS keacher submiks encl Of term o,ssessmenk Cl(lt(l ITO H‘»e Headteacher showlng eo,ch
chi[d)s developmenl across H‘»e areas Of leaming. Progress and next SITGPS are shared W'lHI Parents /

carers H‘»rough termlﬂ Gt Parents' / Carers' Evenlngs.

Al the end of recephon, the class teacher assesses each child againsl the sevenleen EarlH Learnlng Goals
(ELG) and commenls on whether their developmenL within each ELG, is either 'emerging‘ or ‘expecked'.
This 'mformahon is also communicaled lo Parents and carers in the recephon child’s end Of year repor}

and can be discussed in the fino,l Parents / Carers’ Evenlng in recephon.

Slaff Roles

Each child in EYFS has a named keH worker. Their role is o ensure thal every child's care is kailored to
meek their individual needs. All adulks within the Earlﬂ Years seHing achvelﬂ seek to form Posihve,
respectful relahonshlps with the children in their care. The formahon of healH’nH relahonshlps belween
adulls and children is essential in enabling children’s we”—belng and their future successes. |here are
rare occasions when significo,nt adulks cannot be in the class and we aim to be consistent in who covers

H’LGSG OII)SGHCGS.

Par[nership with Parents / Carers

We believe that Parents and carers are a child's J:Lrst educator and Hwerefore, we work very closelH bo
ensure thal H’LCH are involved in whal we do with their child ab school. We wank Parenks / carers to feel
Hlel:j can sPeo,k bo us aboul their child ak ony time and feel comforkable in our seHing. As well as the
nursery and recephon home visits, we offer Insplre workshops and other sessions for Po,renls, such as

trips!

Special Educalional Needs / Disabililﬂ

Children new to the EYFS with Special Educalional Needs and / or a Dlsabi[lhj (SEND), will be referred
bo the Assistant Headleacher of Inclusion. The Assistant Headleacher of Inclusion and other agencles
will suPPork leachers to ensure thal all children's needs are mek (See whole school SEND Policuj and SEND
Informo,hon Reporl). If a Po,renk or teacher has a concern aboul the progress or development of o child,
this will also be referred bo the Assistant Headleacher of Inclusion uslng an inikial concerns form. The
Assistant Headleacher of Inclusion will work closelﬂ with the Parents and slaff to monitor the child's

progress o,ncl ensure H’LOIT slralegies are PUI? in P[ace ITO O”OW Hw Chlld LO ma|<e Progress.
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Health & Safelﬂ and Sofeguarding

Children learn best when H‘leH are heo,lHlH, safe and secure, when their individual needs are mel, and
when H’telj have Posihve relahonshlps with the adulks caring for them. Al Reddal Hill, the slaff alwaﬂs
bake necessary slePs bo |<eeP children safe and well. Everﬂ door within the EYFS Deparkmenk has kegpad
locks, so onlﬂ adulks that are PermiHed have access to this area. The outdoor area has CCTV, which is
monitored dailg.

The EYFS staff wl” reporl anH concerns Lo Hw Designo,ked Saj:eguarding Leod (DSL) wiHl'm Hw school.

Such issues wi“ be addressed J:ouowing Hw whole school Saj:eguarding and Child Prolechon Policg
(Pleo,se see whole school Saj:eguarding and Child Prolechon Policg J:or J:uerer informo,hon).

We regular[g Provide our children with the oPPorlunilH lo learn how o |<eeP themselves safe. We use PlO’U'
based opporlunihes and slories to educale children aboul stro,nger danger, road safetﬂ, medicine safekﬂ,

sun Safelfﬂ Gﬂd lnternek Safelfﬂ etc.

The skaff, on a dailﬂ basis, check all lo,rge cllmbing equipmenk and the outdoor environment. All small
ec[uipment and togs are checked leoughoul dallﬂ aclivilies and any damoges or rePo,irs are addressed
immediakelﬂ. There is an annual inkernal and external check of equipmenl. The Sile Manager checks all
elechrical ecluipment vlsua”g, each month, and Porlable Appllance Teshng is carried oul annuallﬂ.
Regular fire teshng and drills are carried out fo”owing the whole school PolicH (See whale school Fire

Policg). Weeklﬂ shower flushes are carried oul bU the Sile Manager in line with Legione”a regulahons
(See Local /\unritH Legione”a Policﬂ).

IPods / Mobile Phone / Camero / Video use

Itis imporkant bo note thal members of slaﬂ: do not use their mobile Phones or Personal handsel devices
in the classroom and are Prohibiled from bl(mg Pholographs with their Personal handsets. This is in line
with the whole school Safeguarding and Child Profeclion Po[icg. Members of staﬂ: do, however, use school
iPads to take Photogmphs as evidence to support the regular observalion assessment cgcle in the EYFS.
These Photographs are used in children’s Portfolios, on class displaﬂs and on the school website. All
parents [ carers are asked lo stake iJ: H‘»eg give Permission for their child's image lo be used H‘»roughouk

school on H’»e Po,Perwork in H‘»eir inihal admission Packs.

The EYFS slaff will mainkain records and share 'mformahon with Parenks and relevant agencies.
However, all necessary sleps will be laken o Profeck the Privacg of the children and informahon will be

handled in a way that ensures confidenha“ﬂ (See whole school GDPR PolicH).

Health and Weu—Being
Reddal Hill EYFS fouows the whole school PolicH with rego,rds to the health and we”—being of children.

Parents / carers are encouro,ged, where Possil)le, [o administer Prescriphon medlcohon H’»emselves. Mang
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Parenls come 'mlo school, at dinnerhme, to 9ive chlldren a required dosage of Hwelr medlcahon. /\ng
medicahon, g inhalers, 9iven bH slaﬂ: must be recorded and slgned for in Hwe lndivldual class medlcahon

]:older located in each room. All medicalion is stored in the medical cabinels in individual classrooms.

/\H EYFS slaﬂ: are Paedialric first aid trained. We lake a“ accidenls serlouslﬂ o,nd alwo,l:js record
incidenls in Hw first aid book locaked in clisablecl toilet. First aid is kepk in Hw cabinek o,lso in H1e
disabled Loilet. We have cold compresses slored in Hw Freezer. Children are 9iven a note iJ: H‘»eg receive

O’”U firs} aid treakmenh which is senl home on Hw same claH.

Children are encouro,ged bo dress aPProPrlalelH depending on the season / wealher. During warm
weather, children are encouraged bo wear a sun hal and sun cream. Children can brlng sun cream inko
school in a labelled bottled and will be encouraged bo re—aPPlH it H’Lroughouk the daﬂ. Children will also
be given extra walter and encouraged bo sit in shaded areas in warmer weather. We also Provide

WOITCFPFOOf SUJITS fOI" OUleOOF PlOH on rainﬂ dOHS.

We encourage all children to start school withoul naPPies / Pu”—ups, bub will support any children
struggling with this (See Sandwell's Toilehng Guidance and the school's Intimale Care Policg). We
aclmowledge that young children Oflen have toilehng accidents. We recluest that Parenks send children

with a cho,nge of cloH’ning in case of accidents.

In line wiH1 Hw DfE's Earl‘tj Years Foundahon Slage (EYFS) Nulrihon Guidonce, 2025, Redda[ Hi“

recognises that the earlH childhood years are a crifical Period for establishing healH‘»H eahng habits,
addressing health inequalihes, and [aﬂing the foundahons for [ifelong well-being. To ensure J:ood safelg
and reduce the risk of chol(mg, all food ilems Providecl bo Pupils under the age of five are Prepared and
served in line with nakional food safetg advice and aPProPriake monilor'mg is Provicled whilst Pupils are
eahng. Staff fouow the clear guide[ines oullined within our Food and Nulrilion Policg (2025-2026)
during meal and snack limes. Al Reddal Hi”, we Parhcipate in the School Fruit and Vegetable Scheme,
which Provides one porhon of free fresh J:ruit or vegetab[es dailg, bo all Pupi[s in Earlﬂ Years. To support
our commitment to healH‘»H eahng and ensure comp[iance with Nalasha's Law, 20|q, and the Earlﬂ
Years Foundalion Slage Nulrition Guidance, 2025, PuPils are nol Permiued bo bring any food ilems

lo share J:or birlhdags or oH;er celebrahons.

TriPs

Al Reddal H'LH, we o,lwo,gs ask Permlssion before taking the children oul on any trips. On occasions, we
may ask Po,renks to attend with their child. If this is not necessary, the correct ratios will be maintained
using school slaff. The relevant risk assessments are alwaﬂs compleled and submilted to the Educalional

Visits Oﬁpcer using Evolve (See separate whole school Risk Assessment Policg).






