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% In modern ife, we use electricity on o daly bass ard do not think

) of humen history elctrity was not known dbottso how cnd vhy &d that dhonge? Read o

We Ancient Greeks knew that
objects dttract foif. We thought it
became mogrefic.

What they were actudly observing
wias static electrichy!

Halory af Elscirtaly

anything of it. We fake it For granfed. However, for most

Whie we dd not lnow that electric
currents existed, we were aware of

Tt was ot st hunheds of years kferin e 1600's that Willam
Gibert shuded and dsfinguished befween magnetism of mefks cnd
shalc eackricly. He sed The Greek werd for amber: - ‘gleboyi -
and invented ane Lafinword - ebciriss.

shocks from a fsh. We caled it
Thunderee of fhe Nee'

Arient Egypfions thought hat \‘
elecitic ehwere protectrs’ of
other fich. Plechric fish vere written
chout by the Andient Greeks,
Romons end Arch Schabrs

Benjamin Frankdin vias the first person to study elecinicity
n depth. One of his mest impertant findngs was proving that
igfiring was electrizdl (it had been thought of os dfferent
up unitl then). He flew a kife during a storm, To which he had
attached akey. When the kite was indeed hit by lghtring, he
felt electric sparks from the key.

He was very Forfunate not to be eectrocufed
Ths is not an experiment frat needs fo be repeated!

He wias dso the frst o store electriity and

| | couses Free electrons fo move from

Alessandro Volta invented the first battery - which
wias known as the “volfaic ple’ as it was made of layers
of zinc and copper which was either combined with
subhuric ocd or sdftwater brne fo create an ectric
current,

Velfa's name was diso the basis for the folowing words:

Voltage: This is the electric force that

gpe afom o another.

Volt: [s the unit of measurement for
Violtage (written as V).
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G2 fmof poven for ot cbjects.

| From fhese elecirica ivertions, many ofhers foloved and changed he way we ive

The volfaic ple was hugely mportanit as it dlowed an dectric current fo be reeazed
steadly and efficiently. Therefore it was now possble to use an dectnic current as @

Michael Faraday used Vofa's dscoveries and was able fo make an
electric current move by using a magnet inside a wired col. He wias
able fo buld an electnic motor and generatord
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4 ﬁ:y Thomas Edison ivenfed the modern ightbub, Whie gbubs vere

not anew idea, he did improve on the previous designs which were not
useful as they dd not stay i for very long.

Lewis Latimer worked for Edson and ivented o fiament (e metd Ve ® g
part fhat you con see n ightbubs, through which the electric current N
passes) which enabled Edison's lghtbub 1o stay bt for along fime. ¥

our everyday ves!
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