Wild Cals

HO,VC UOU ever wondered QbOU,l' Hw cliﬂ:eren} kHPCS OJ.‘ CO,} around Hw world? There are mam:J

sPecies of co,L there are domeslic caks, which live with People, and wild cats, that live in the wild.
Cals are Preda}ors. Theﬂ spot their targeh sneak up close and pounce for the kill. Theg also 9'we
birth to live young, feed them milk and have fur. This makes them mammals.

lion

Living in the 9rasslands, scrub, and open
woodlands of AJ:rica, the lion is the second
lo,rgesk cak in the world. It is dwarfecl slithH
b3 the hger, which is closelﬂ related and has o
very similar bodﬂ LHPC.

Males are taller and heavier than J:emales and
displo,ﬂ G mane of long hair around their face. Surprismglg, it is the onlﬂ case in the fe['me world

where mo,les and females QCLUO”B lOOI( clifferenf

Unlike other co,ts, lions are very social animals. Theﬂ live in groups, called Prides, of around 30
lions. The size of the Pride is defermined bﬂ the availabilikg of J:oocl and waler. If resources are
scarce, the Pride becomes smaller. Lions usuallﬂ hunk ot nigH. Their prey includes antelopes,
buj:fo,loes, zebro,s, young elephants, rhinos, hippos, wild hogs, crocodiles and giro,ﬂ:es. Bul Hweg also
somelimes eal smaller prey like mice, bircls, hares, lizards and forloises. Also, HmeH are not above
skealing kills from other carnivores, like hgenas, wild dogs, cheekahs, and leopo,rcls, or sco,veng'mg

spoiled meal.

Cheelah
The cheetah is ChQI"GC[’CFiSCd blj a slender bOdH, cleep

chesL spo%ed COO,IT, a smo,u rou,nded head, blO,Ck Lear—like
streo,ks on Hw fOCC, long Hw'm legs o,nd a lOI’lg-SPOH’Cd

Lail. Though laller than the leopo,rd, it is notablﬂ smaller
than the lion. TheH are basicauﬂ He”owish ban or rufous

and the coal is uniformlg covered with nearlg Z,OOO
solid black spots.

The cheelah inhabils o varietg of ho,bito,ts; such as Pro,iries, jungles and deserts. Cheelahs are
aclive mainlg during the dO’U' with hunhng their mo,J'or achvitg. Theﬂ eat small ankelope and the
young of some larger animo,ls, such as wo,erog, |<udu,, hortebeesh oryx, roan and so,ble; as well as

game birds and rabbils. Theﬂ have a high—Pilched howl and purr like a house cal. TheH can run
60-90km per hour. Did you know that it is the J:o,stest animal in the enlire world?

Pumo,

Pumas (also called cougars or mountain lions) are

lo,rge wild cals that live on the west coast of Canada, in the
western half of the United Stales, and most

T of Cenlral and South America. Theg are mainlg fan-coloured,
and can be up bo 9 J:eel long, aleou,gh the average lengH} is
6—8 J:eet. Theg can weigh from 29 kilogro,ms lo 90

kilog rams.

|_i|<e mo,m:J OH’LGF CO}S, PquS are carnivores beco,u,se H”LCH ea} OH[H meal. Theg hunk cleer,
raccoons, squirrels, J.'OXGS, rabbits and Sl(Uﬂl(S. Theg can O,lSO eoi mice, beavers, cogotes, birds and
POFCUPiﬂCS. Theg hun} Gl’ nighf AS a resuu, Pumas can see be&er Qt nigM Hw,n PCOP[C can. Theg
[ive and hunk o,[one. Female Pumo,s kake care OJZ H‘;eir CUbS unhl H‘leﬂ are Old CDOUgl'l tO fend JfOf‘

H‘;emselves.

So next lime you think about cats, you might remember thal there are many differenk species that
are not as cule and cuddlg as the cal you have al home. Luckilg, these carnivorous crealures do

nol live near usl



