Altendance Policg

/A\PPFOVGCJ, blj FUH Governing BOdH

Dale: November 2024
Review: November 2025
Signed: Chair: Mr. C Harris

Developing Toge”ter J:Or TOMO[TOW.S WOrld




The name and conlacl deloils Of Hle Senior AHendance Champion - H1e senior leader

responsible J:or H1e slralegic oPProach lo ouendonce in our school, is:

Mrs. H Rogers
Assisbnt Headteacher
HO,HleH.Rogers@reddalhiu.sandwell.sch.u|<

The name and COﬂlOCl’ delails Of Hle SChOOl Sl’(lff member PUPilS and Parenls should CODIOCI’

oboul oHendonce on a dog—lo-dog basis is:

Mr. R Hadley
School Administer Assistant
info@recldalhiu.sandweu.sch.uk

The name and CODIQCI' delails Of Hle SChOOl Sl’Off member PUPilS ond Porenls should COﬂlOCl’ J:or

more individual supporl wiH1 ouendance:

Mrs. H Rogers
Assisbnt Headteacher
HaHleH.Rogers@reddalhiu.sandwell.sch.u|<

Mrs. I. Nisbet
Parent Support Oj:ficer
I uliann.Nisbek@reddalhi”.sandweu.sch.u|<

The name Of our linked Governor wiH1 responsibililﬂ J:or monilor'mg ouendonce is:
Mr. Chris Harris

Chair OJ: Governors

Chris.Harrisz@reddalhi“.sandweu.sch.u|<


mailto:Juliann.Nisbet@reddalhill.sandwell.sch.uk

Inlroduc lion and BOCI(g round

Asa school, we do our ultmost to develop a Parinership with Parenis and value the relaiionship belween
school o,nd home; we wor|< wiHi Hie communiig io cirive Hie school forward cmci ensure Hie children in
our care are the very best thal Hieg can be. You and your child/ren Plag an imporio,ni role in making

our SChOOl SU,CCGSSJ.'U,L

For our children to 9o,iri the 9reaiesi benefii from their education it is vital that HieH altend rec]ularlg.
Your child should be af school, on lime, every daH the school is open unless the reason for the absence
is unavaidable. I} is imporiani that you make sure thal your child altends regular[g, “‘Alfendance is
everHone's business (DFE 2022) and this Policﬂ sets out how ioc]eHier we will achieve this.

School's lorgel for ouendonce is q6% ond obove. This is equivalenl Of a child having no more

Hmn 7 SChOOl dQHS absence in Hle whole ocademic ‘Ljear.

INTRODUCTION

Redda[ Hi“ Primo,rg recognises Hiai Posiiive behaviour and 9ooci O,Hendance are esseniio,l in orcier for
Pupils io c]ei Hie mosi OJ: Hieir school experience, incluciiric] Hieir aHainmeni, we“beinc] o,rid wider liJ:e

chances.

The law eniiHes everH child OJ,' compulsorg school o,c]e io an ej:ficieni, fuu-iime educaiiori suiiable io
Hieir age, apiiiude, and 0”5 special eciucaiional need HieH maH have. Ii is Hie [ec]al responsibi[iig OJ,'
everH Pareni io ma|<e sure Hieir chi[ci receives Hiai educaiiori eiHier bH O,Hendance ai a school or bg

educaiion oHierwise Hicm ai a school.

Where Parenis decide io have Hieir chi[ci rec]isiered ai school, Hieg have an addihonal [egal duig io
ensure Hieir child aHends Hiai school regular[g, on iime. This means Hieir chi[ci musi aHerid everH dO’U
Hiai Hie school is oPen, excepi in a smo,u number OJI a”owable circumsiances such as being ioo i“ io

O,Hend or beinc] 9iven Permission for an absence in advance from Hie school.

The Deparimeni JfOf‘ EC[U,CGHOH (DJ,'E) hCiS PFO(J,U,CGCJ, siaiuiorﬂ 9uiclcmce J,'OI" mainiainecl SChOOlS,

academies, independenl schools, o,nd loco,l auHiorilies. Ii is co,lled “Working iogeHier io improve school



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance

O,Hendance" and ii includes a Naiional Fro,mework in relaiion io absence and Hie use OJ.' legal

so,nciions. Our Schooi Aiienclance PolicH reJ:lecis Hie rec[uiremenis and Principles OJ,' Hiai 9uidance.

This Poiicg is written with the above guidance in mind and underpins our school ethos o:
o Promoie children’s weifare and safeguarding;

® ensure every pupil has access ko the full-time education ko which they are enkitled;

® ensure thal Pupiis succeed whilst ab school;

® cnsure thal Pupils have access o the widest Possible range of oPPoriuniiies at scnooi, and when

H’LGH ieave SCI’LOO[.

It has been deveioped in consullation with school governaors, teachers, local Headleacher Associalions,
the Local AuH’noriiH and Po,renis and carers. I} seeks bo ensure that all Pariies involved in the
Praciico,iiiies of school altendance are aware and informed of altendance makers in school and o
oulline the school's commitmenlt o attendance malters. It delails the resPonsibiiiiies of individuals and

9FOUPS involved o,nd H’ie Procedures in Piace LO Promoie Gﬂd moniior PUPil aiiendance.

In addiiion, all schools follow the DfE‘s siaiuiorg so,feguarding guido,nce, Keeping Children Safe in
Educaiion, which empnasises the imPoriance of undersianding the Poieniial vulnerabililies of children
who are missing or absent from educalion.

nHlps:/ / www.gov.uk/ 9overnmeni/ Ipu,blico,iions/ |<ee|pin9—cnildren—sadce—in—educaiion——z

Our PoiicH aims lo raise and mainlain levels of attendance bH:
® Promoiing a Posiiive and weicoming aimospnere in wnicn Pupiis J:eel saJ:e, secure and vaiued;

® Raising and mainiaining a whole scnooi awareness OJ: Hie imporiance oF good aiiendance and

Punciuaiiig;

L4 Ensuring H‘LOIT O,Hendo,nce is moniiored effeChVGlH Gﬂd reasons fOI" absences are recorded PromPHH

and consisienHlj.

For our children to gain the greaiesi benefii from their educalion it is vilal that Hielj attend regularlg

o,nd be O,k SChOOL on iime, everﬂ dOH H’ie SCI’LOO[ is open uniess Hie reason for H"ie obsence is unavoidable.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fkeeping-children-safe-in-education--2&data=05%7C01%7CSimone.Webb%40essex.gov.uk%7C5c8058b1ee3d474f51f108db99695c74%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C638272450024518381%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lSwIxjDkmFwEjJNhg6jSTy57KDKtya4eJKgS30bZtDQ%3D&reserved=0

Il is a rule Of H;is school Hml Pupils musl ouend everﬂ do‘tj, unless Hlere are exceplionol

circumslances, ond il is H;e heodleocher, nol H;e Parent, who can ounrise Hle obsence.

SChOOl AHendance and Hle I_GW

New legislahon was Passed, The School AHendance (Pupil Regislmhon) (England) Regulahons 2024

which inlroduced a Nahonal Framework in England. BH law a“ children OJ,' compulsorﬂ school age must

receive an aPProPrlote fuu-ﬁme educahon (Educahon /\c} |C|q6). Parents have a [egol dukﬂ Lo ensure

Hmeir chi[cl O,Hends school regularlg ak H’»e school ak which H‘»eg are registered.

Parenks maH be recognised dij:ferenHH under educahon [o,w, H‘»an under J:amilg lo,w. Sechon 576 OJ,' Hw
Educahon Act |qq6 skates H‘»al a 'ParenF, in relahon Lo a chi[cl or Houng Person, includes anH Person
who is nok a Parent (from which can be 'mferred ‘biological ParenF) but who has Parental

responsibilikﬂ, or who ho,s care OJ,' Hw child.

A Person Lgpicallﬂ has care OJ: a child or Houng Person if HmeH are Hw Person wiH1 whom H’»e chi[cl

lives, eiH‘»er J:uH or Part Hme and who loo|<s aﬂer Hw child, irrespechve OJ: whak Hmeir bio[ogical or [egal
relahonship is wiH1 Hw child.

Promo ling Reg ular AHe ndance

At Redda[ Hi“ Primarg School, we believe in developing 9oocl PaHerns OJ: O,Hendance and set high
expectahons for the altendance and Punctualihj for all our Pupils from the outset. It is a central Part
OJ,' our school)s vision, va[ues, eH’»os and dO’U ko claH life. We recogmse H’»e sh‘ong connechons belween

O,Hendance, aHainmenk, safeguarcling and we“being.

Helping Lo create a PaHern OJ,' regular aHendcmce is Hw responsibilikﬂ OJ,' Parents, Pupils and all

members OJ.‘ SChOOl Slf(lﬂf.

To help us a“ Lo focus on H‘»is, we wi”:

L Submit a clailH O,Hendance retum to Hw Department OJ,' Educahon, in l'me wiHm Hw [egal exPectahons

Placecl an 0“ SCI‘LOO[S;



e Build skrong relahonships ond workjoinHH with families;
® (ive Parenks/ carers delails on altendance in our newsleHers;
L Promoke H’»e benefits OJ: high aHendance;

L Accuratelﬂ comple}e admission atlendance registers and have effechve daﬂ lo d’05 processes in

Place bo follow-up absence as rec[ulred bU law;
® (elebrate excellent altendance bg disp[aﬂing and reporhng individual and class achievemenls;
® Reward good or improving altendance;
® (ood altendance is rewarded H’Lrough aclivilies and evenls.
° Report bo Parenls/carers regularlg on their child's altendance and the impact on their progress;
® Contact Parents/carers should their child's altendance fo,ll below the school's target for altendance.

® (ive the class with the highesk attendance for the Prevlous week the Keﬂ Stage trophﬂ ond o

reward of 5 minules extra Plaﬂhme.

Underslanding THIDGS Of Absence

/A\nH absence affects the rouline of o child's schooling and regu[ar absence will serlouslH affect their
learnlng JourneH and abililﬂ bo progress. Anﬂ Pupll)s absence or lale arrival disrupts Leaching routines
and so may affecl the leo,rn'mg of others in the same class. Ensurlng a child's regular altendance al
school is a Po,rento,l responslbillkﬂ and a”owing absence from school, withoul a good reason, creakes an

Offence in law and maﬂ resuu in Prosecuhon.

Everﬂ ho,lf—daﬂ absence from school has lo be classifled bﬂ the school (not bﬂ the Parenl), as either
aulhorised or unaulhorised. This is whﬂ 'mformahon aboul the cause of any absence is alwo,Hs

recluired. Each ho,lf—daﬂ is known as a ‘session .

Aulthorised absences are mornlng or o,fkernoon sessions oway from school fora genulne reason such
as illness, medlcal or denta[ aPPointments which unavoldablﬂ fo,” in schoo[ hme, emergencies or oH’ner

uno,voido,b[e cause.

Unaunrised absences are H‘LOSG WhiCh H’Le SChOOl dOGS nok consider FGOSOHOHG and fOI" WhiCh no
‘[CGVG) hO,S been 9ro,nled. Thls LHPG Of absence can [ead LO Hw SChOOl referr'mg ITO Hw LOCO[ AUH’LOI’TITH

fOf' PGHGHH ﬂOhCGS and/or lego,l Proceedings.



Unauthorised absence includes, (however this list is not exhaustive):

® Parents / carers keeping children off school unnecessarilﬂ;

o Truanay bepore or during the school day;

® Absences which have never been Properlg explained;

® Children who arrive ak school foo lake ko get a mark: (agler class register has closed).
L Shopping, lool(mg aﬂer other children or birH‘»claHS;

L DO,H trips and ho[idaHs in term lime which have nol been agreed;

o Unauthorised leave of absence / holiday or day krips in ferm bime; and

L4 Absences Of chilclren WhOSG aHendo,nce is a concern o,ncl Parents have been requested ITO SUPP[H

medical evidence.

AnH oner [eo,ve OJ,' absence in lerm Hme which has not been agreed.

Whilst any child may be Off school because HmeH are i“, somelimes H‘»eg can be reluctant o attend
school. Anﬂ Problems with regular altendance are best sorted oub belween the schodl, the Parenls and
the child. IJ: your child is reluctant to aHend, it won'b help bo cover up their absence or to give in to
pressure bo excuse them from O,Hending. This 9ives the impression that alendance does not matter and
usua“g makes H‘»ings worse. IJ: there are any Problems with regular altendance, Pleose conlach

SChOOl I'O diSCUSS Hlese mauers as COFIH as POSSil’)le SO we can SUPPOF[’ HOU ond BOUF Child.

AnH student ab Reddal Hill Primarﬂ School idenhfied as having Persislenl absence due lo illness
and altendance below 93% will have all furH‘»er absence unauthorised on the school's register.
However, should Parents [ carers Provicle evidence from a medical Prachhoner advising that the
Period of absence was necessary, the absence for this Periocl will be authorised. Accepbb[e medical
evidence includes a nole from the child's GP, a copy of any Prescriphons or sight of medicine

Prescribed.

The fouowing nalional codes wiu be used lo record auendance informolion.

Auending the school

/\ Present al the school / = morning session \ = aﬁernoon session

L Late arrival before the regisler is closed




K /\Hend'mg education Provision arrcmged bH the local auHmordH
Vv /\Hend'mg an educational visit or lrip
P Parhcipahng ina spoding achvdg
W AHendlng work experience
B AHendlng any other o,PProved educalional achvdg
D Dual regiskered ab another school
Absent — Leave of absence
Cl Leave of absence for the purpose of Parhclpahng ina regulaked performance or undedal(mg
regulaked emPlOHmenl abroad.
M Leave of absence for the purpose of o,Hend'mg a medical or dental aPPointment
Jl Leave of absence for the purpose of O,Hend'mg an inkerview for emplogment or for admission to
another educalional institulion
S Leave of absence for the purpose of studging fora Public examination
X Non-compulsorg schaol age Pupil not rec[uired lo aktend school
C2 Leave of absence fora compulsorg schaol age Pupil subjecl bo a ParHime limetable
C Leave of absence for excephonal circumstance
Absent — other authorised reasons
T Parent lravelling for occupahonal purposes
R Religlous observance
I Illness (not medical or denkal appoinkmenk)
E Suspended or PermanenHH excluded and no allernalive provision made
Absent — unable to altend school because of unavoidable causes
Q Unable to altend the school because of o lack Of access arrangements
Yl Unable to altend due to transpod normo,llg Provided not being available
Y2 Unable to altend due to widespread disruphon bo bravel
Y3 Unable to altend due to Pad of the school premises being closed
Y& Unable to altend due to the whole school sike be'mg unexpectedlﬂ closed
Y5 Unable to altend as Pupil is in criminal jushce delention
Y6 Unable to altend in accordance with Public health guido,nce or law
Y/ Unable to altend because of any other unavaidable cause
Absent — unauthorised absence
G HolidaH not 9ro,rded bU the school




N Reason for absence nol Het established

0 Absent in other or unknown circumstances

U Arrived in school aﬁer regiskrohon closed
Administralive Codes

/ Prospechve Pupil not on admission reglster

# Planned whole school closure

Persistent Absenleeism (PA) and Severe Absenleeism (SA)

A Pupil is def'med bU the Government as a ‘Persislenl absenlee’ when H’LCH miss 0% or more

SChOOliﬂg across H1e SCI’LOO[ HGOF fOI" Onﬂ reason, H’LiS can be aunrlsed ar unaulhorlsed absence.

Absence ot this level will cause considerable damoge bo ony Pupll)s educalion and we need the full

SUPPOI"L o,nd

below are co

A Pupil who

co—opero,hon Of POI"CHITS LO FGSOlVC H’LiS. IA\” PUPllS WhO ho,ve OHCI’ICJ«GHCG levels Of CIOO/O or

nsidered to be a Perslslen} absentee.

has missed 50% or more schoo[lng is defined bﬂ the Government as ‘severelH absent.

Pupils within this cohort may flnd it more difflculk to be in school or face bigger barriers to their

regulo,r aHendance o,nd, as SUCI’L, are lll(elﬂ LO need more intensive SUPPOFL

97% and Less than 6 daﬂs absence a year — Less than 30 hours of leorning lost
bo

anove Excellent altendance. Your child is giv'mg his / herself the best chance of achleving
their fu” Polenhal ot school.

95% 10 do‘tjs absence a year = 50 hours of leorning lost
Your child maH slart ko J:'md ik dij:ficuu Lo maintain H‘»eir brgel levels/grades Pupils
who take a 2-week holidaH every year can oan achieve 95% aktendance.

93% 13 daﬂs absence a year = 70 hours of leorning Lost




Missing H‘»is much Hme is Pung Hour chi[cl in an unJ:a'Lr Posihon when 'LL comes Lo

achleving Hmeir Potenha[.

qOO/O and Iq dOUS obsence - q5 hOUFS Of learning lOSl’

bel
oW The Government now classifies your child as “PersistenH‘Lj Absent”. Missing so much

lime means, it will almost be imposslble for your child lo learn effechvelﬂ.

Parenks OJ: Houng People in H‘»is group could a[so J:ace Hw Possibilltﬂ Of legal achon
being }o,ken bH Sandweu Council, including Hw issuing OJ,' Penauﬂ Nohces and F'mes.

Our Altendance Champion, Mrs. Rogers monitors all absence thoroughlg. Anﬂ case that is seen lo
have reached the PA mark oris ak risk of moving towards that mark is 9iven Prioritg ond you will be
informed of this immediake[g. AnH case thatl is seen lo have reached the PA mar|<, below or is ak risk
of moving towards that mark is given Prioritﬂ H‘»rough Largeked support via school and with Partners bo

h‘H ITO remove H’»e barriers Of POOF SChOOl aHendance.

Absence Procedures

We monitor and review all Pupils' absence, and Hw reasons H‘»al are 9iven, H‘»oroughlg.

If a Child is absenl from SChOOl H1e Porenl musl fOllOW Hlese Procedures:
L4 Ensure HOU,I" chi[d/ren OHCI’ICJ« SChOO[ everﬂ dOH H’Le SCI’LOO[ is OPGH.

® Conlact the school on the flrsk daﬂ of absence before 8:30 am. The school has an answer
Phone available to leave a message iJ: nobodﬂ is available o take your co,H, or you may call
into school Persona”ﬂ and spea|< to the Office skaff. Please be aware Hw,l, lf you leave a
voicemail to report your child’s absence, you may receive a call from the school so thal we may
discuss the absence before mal(mg o decision as to whelher the absence is lo be recorded as

o,u,erised;

o Ensure Hmak HOUF Child returns kO SChOO[ as sgon as POSSible and HOU Provide Olng medical
evidence, if requested, ITO SU,PPOFt H’»e o,bsence. Medical evidence mGH be requested where HOUI"

child is ho,ving mulhple Periods OJ,' absence which are reporled as being due Lo medicol reasons.
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® When delermlnlng whelher a child is oo ill fo altend school, both Parenks and school staff can

consider the advice conlained within the NHS and Sandwell Council Guidance on School
Absence and Childhood Illness (appendlx 1).

o NOlflfH SChOOl OJT O,nlj changes I?O emergencg COI’ILGCIT delails or medico,l issues H’LOL mOH ho,ve an

impact on your child's attendance.

o Avid bl(mg holiclags/[eave of absence in term lime unless there is excephonal circumshance.
Parent/carer musk nohfﬂ the school ot least 5 daHs prior bo travel via a school leave of
absence/holldaﬂ form. There have been occasions where Parenls have taken holldaﬂ without
nohwlng school or said their child is Off due lo illness.

® Book routine medical aPPoinlmenls oulside of school (where Possible) or bring your child in for
Part of the school daH when Possible.

L Engage with school, altendance suppork and the Local AuH‘»orilH iJ: your child's attendance
starks to deleriorale.

® Engage wiH1 J:uerer support Offered, such as aHendance support and familg [iaison visiks, EarlH
help, Parenhng contracts and the Local AuHmorilH bo Prevent furH‘»er legal ackion.

If ‘Ljour child is absenl, we wiu:
o Telephone or bext you on the flrsk daﬂ of absence lf we have nol heard from you;

® We maH carrH out a home visil iJ: Hour chi[cl is absenl from school and we have nok been

'mJ:ormecl OJ: H‘»e reason for o,bsence;

If obsence conlinues, we will:
® Wrile Lo Hou if Hour child's aHendance is below C|5°/o and/or where Punckualikﬂ is a concern,

o /A\rro,nge a meehng so thal you may discuss the sibualion with our Senior Altendance Champion,

MFS. Rogers.

o Creake a Personalised OChOﬂ/SUPPOFIT Pl(ln, SU,Ch as an aHendance COHITGCIT, ITO o,ddress inj barriers

lo attendance and make clear each Person)s role in improving the altendance PaHerns of your child;
o Offer signposhng suPPorL to other agencies or services, ‘LJ: approprio,le;

L4 Refer Hw mo,Her LO Hw LOCG[ AUH’IONITH fOf' relevant legal sanchons, if aHendance deterloroles

follow'mg the above aclions.

10



Laleness

Poor Punclualilg is nob acceplable and can somelimes lead to irrec]ular school altendance PaHerns. (Good
hme-keeping is a vital llJ:e skill which wi“ help chilaren as HmeH Proc]ress H‘»rough Hmeir school lij:e and

ouk into Hw wider world.

Pupils who arrive late aisrupl lessons and, iJ: a child misses Hw slart OJ: H’»e daH, H‘»eg can fee[ unseHlea

ana embarrassed ana ris|< miss'mg vilal wor|< ana imporkant messages from H‘»eir class Leacher.

The limes of the start and close of the school daH for all Pupils a} Reddal Hill Primarﬂ School
are:

(Gales open. 8.30am

Registrahon starts: 8.40am

Registrahon closes: q:ZOam
End of the school daﬂ: 3.|Opm

HOW we manage laleness:
L4 The SCI’LOO[ 90[565 are open O,k 8.30am wherebﬂ chi[dren can begin ITO come inko SChOOl;
L4 Registers are kaken Ollf 8.400”1;

® Chilaren arriv'mg aj:ter 8.40am are rec[uirea ko come 'mto school via Hw school Oﬂfice. If accompanied
bg a Parent/carer H‘»eg musk sic]n them into our Late Book and Provicle a reason for their laleness,
which is recordea; If accompanied bg a Parent/carer HmeH musl sign Hmem in using our sic]n'mg in

sHstem.

o AL920am the regiskers will be closed. In accordance with the Regu[ahons, lf your child arrives after
that Hme, H‘leH will receive a mark thal shows them o be on sile — U but this will not count as a

Present mar|< and ilf Wl” mean H’LOIT H’leH have an unauH’norised OIZ)SGHCG;
o The SChOOl mCllj COﬂkOCIT Parents/carers regarcl'mc] PunCh},Olihj concerns,

L From Hme ko Hme a member OJ,' school slaﬂ: wi“ undertake a ‘Late Gate' check 9reehng late arrivals

Olf Hw main enlrance ITO H’»e SChOOl.

UnauH‘»orisea lateness coula resuu in Hw school referr'mg lo H’»e Local AuH‘»orikg J:or sanchons and/or

[egal Proceedings. ]:Jf HOU,F Child hGS a Persistent lateness recorcL HOU mOH be GSI(Cd ITO meek WiH‘L MFS.
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Rogers, bui i:jou can o,PProo,ch us ai ang iime if Hou are ho,ving dij:ficuliies geiiing Hour chiicl io schooi
on kime. We expeci Parenis and siaff bo encourage 9ood Punciualiig bH being 9oocl role models fo our

children and, as o school, we ceiebraie 9oocl class and individual Punciualiiﬂ.

Underslanding borriers lo ouendance

Whilst any child may occasionauﬂ have kime Off schoal because HieH are too unwell to aiiend,
somelimes H‘ieg can be reluctant to aktend school. Ang barriers Preveniing reguiar altendance are best
resolved between the school, the Parenis and the child. IJ: a Pareni thinks their child is reluctant to
altend school, then we will work with that famiig lo understand the root Problem and Provicle any
necessary suppori. We can use oulside agencies bo help with this, such as the School Nurse, Mental
Health and Emotional Weubeing suppori services, a Child and Famiig Suppori Worker or the relevant
Local AuHioriiH team/s. Where oulside agencies are suPPoriing the famiig, you may be invited to
altend a Team Around the Famiig meeiing (TAF) o consider what is wor|<in9 well and whal needs to

improve. An individuai suppori Pian wi“ be agreed and subsequenHH reviewed.

Some Pupiis J:ace 9reaier barriers io aiiendcmce Hmn Hieir Peers. These can include Pupils who suﬂ:er
]:rom iong-ierm medico,l condiiions or who have special eclucaiional needs and disabiliiies, or oHier
vulnerabiliiies. High expeciaiions OJ,' aiiendcmce remain in Piace for Hiese Pupils; however, we will wor|<
wiHi J:amilies and Pupiis io suppori improved aiiendance whilsi being mindfui OJ: Hie addiiional barriers
]:aceci. We can discuss reasonable adjusimenis and additional suppori from external Pariners, where

aPProPriaie.
Under the DfE's siaiuiorﬂ 9uidance, schools are rec[uireci to submil a sickness return to the Local
/\uHioriiH J:or O,H Pupils who ho,ve missecl/o,re likelg io miss |5 or more school clo,Hs (consecuiive or

cumulaiive) clue io medico,l reasons/ illness.

See Annex A J:or summarg iabies OJ,' responsibiiiiies for schooi aiiendance.

Aiiendance Siralegies o,i Reddal Hi” PrimarH School:

o Weekig O,Henciance analﬂsis

hd Improveci O,Henciance ieHer
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* Alendance cerhficales

* Alendance assemblies

* Inlerventions (menkor/meet and greet)

* Phone call o discuss altendance concerns

* Maintaining Posihve communicalion (school refuser/long berm illness ebc)
* Firs daH absence conlach

° Unexplained absence leter

* Punctualitg lebter

* Suspecked holiclag in term kime letter

* Issue below 95% altendance leter

* Issue below 93% altendance leler (medical evidence rec[uired)
* Issue below 0% (Persistent absence) lelter

* Alendance clinics

* Home visits / safe and well visits

* Lale gate dutﬂ

° LA referro,ls

IJ: HOU,F child)s O,Hendo,nce (J,OGS not improve o,ncl unauH‘»orisecl absences Persisk, H‘»e SChOOl m(llj reJ:er
H‘»e case ITO Sandweu LOCQ[ AuHmoritH, WhO hOVG SITOITUITOFH cluhes cmcl issue sanchons SLLCl'l as Penaug

Nohces or reJ:er Hw case J:or Prosecuhon in Hw Magislmkes Court, based on H’»e evidence Provicled bH

H’»e SChOO[.

LOCQI AUHIOFil’\l! auendance SUIDIDOFI' services

The SChOO[S AHenclcmce SUPPOFIT Service WOFI(S Sh'(llfeg'lCG”H blj OH:er'mg SU,PPOFt ITO SChOO[S, ITO recluce

Persistent absence and improve OVGFG“ O,Henclo,nce.

Parenks are expected bo work with the school and local auHmoritH lo address any altendance concerns.
Parenks should Proachvelg engage with the support OH:ered, aiming bo resolve any Problems togeHwer.
This is nearlg alwaﬂs SU,CCGSSJ:U,L If diﬂ:iculhes cannot be resolved in this way, the school may consider
more formal support and/or refer the child to the Local AuH‘»orilH. IJ: altendance does not improve,
legal achion may be taken in the form of o Penaltg Notice (see Annex B for the Sandwell Code of

Conducl) or Prosecuhon in Hw Magistmkes Courl.
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Parents / carers may wish o conlact the Allendance and Proseculion Service themselves o ask for
o,dvice and 'mformahon. Theﬂ are independent OJ: H’»e school and wi“ c]ive imparhal advice, in

accordance wiH1 Hmeir slahﬁorﬂ duhes. Their lelephone number is O|2| 56q 8|47. Theg wiu cliscuss

mo,Hers and trH ko resolve Hw situahon.

Nahonol Fromework Jror Penaug Nohces

There is now a single consistent nakional threshold for when a Penaug notice musk be considered bH
all schools in England, of |0 sessions (usuallg ec[uivalent bo 5 school dags) of unauthorised absence
within a ro“ing |0 school week Period. The 10 sessions of absence do not have to be conseculive and
can be made up of combinalion of any kﬂpe of unauthorised absence (G, 0 and/or U coded within
the school's registers). The 10-school week Period can span dij:ferent lerms, school years or educalion

sengs.

Sanclions may include issuing each Parent (for each child) with a Penauﬂ Notice for £|60, reduced lo
£80 if Paid within 2| clags (for the J:irst Offence). A second Penauﬂ Notice issued within o Hwee-gear
Period will resulk in a J:'me of £160 per Parenk, per child. IJ: a third offence is commikted the malter
may be reJ:erred bo the local auHmoritH for consideralion of Prosecuhon via the Magislmkes Court. If
Prosecuhon is inshgated for irrec]ular school aHendance, each Parenl may receive a fine of up bo
£2500 and/or up bo 3 months in Prison. If a Parent is J:ouncl 9uiu5 in courL Hmeg will receive a

crimina[ convichon.

See Annex B JfOf' Hw SOHC[WG“ COC[G Of COHdUCL

HOLIDAY IN TERM TIME / LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Reddal Hill operates « 'NO LEAVE OF ABSENCE™ POLICY

Taking holidaﬂs in term kime will affect your child's schooling as much as ony other absence and we

exPect Parenks bo help us bﬂ not taklng children oway in school lime.
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Remember Hioi 0”5 soviric]s Hou Hiiri|< Hou moH mo|<e bg iakinc] a ho[ido,ﬂ in school iime are Offself bg

H‘ie cosi io Hour child's educoiiori.

There is no enliuemenl in low for PuPils lo loke lime OJ:J: during Hie lerm lo go on holido‘tj or
oHier absence J:or Hie PurPose OJ: leisure or recrealion, or lo lol(e Porl in Prolesl aclivil‘tj in

SChOOl hOUFS.

Iri o,ddiiion, Hie Supreme Couri hos ruled H‘ioi Hie definiiiori of regulor school O,Hendorice is “in
accordance with the rules Prescribed bﬂ the school.”

® The School Alfendance (Pupil Regisiroiion) (England) Regulahons 2024 sel oul the sioiuiorﬂ

requiremenis for SChOO[S. All reJ:ererices kO fCimillj hOlidGHS ond exiended leove hCiVG beeri

removed.
L4 The omendmenis SPeCifH H’LOIT heodieochers moﬂ noi 9roni GHH leove Of obsence during ierm

iime unless H’iere are "excephonol circumsionces" ond H’LCH do noi hove onH discreiiori io

o,uH'iorise UP ITO ien dOHS Of OIZ)SGHCC eoch ocodemic Heor.

® Ii is o rule OJ: H‘iis school H‘ioi a leove OJ: o,bserice sho” noi be 9ronied in ierm iime uriless

H‘iere are reasons considered io be excepiionol bg Hie heodieo,cher, irrespeciive OJ: Hie child)s

OVCI"O” o,Hendo,nce.

® Onlg Hie heodieocher or his/ her desic]no,ie (noi H16 loco,l auihoriig) moH ouHiorise such a
requesi and oll opplicoiions for a [eo,ve of obsence musi be mode in wriiiric], in odvorice, on H16

Prescribed form Provided bg Hie school.

® The school will usuo”H consider thal the Poreni who has made the oPPlicoiiori is Hierefore
o”owing the leave of obsence, and also thal all Porenis who are on the holidoﬂ are o”owing

H’ie [eo,ve.

o Where a Poreni removes a Child o,fier Hieir OPPliCQHOﬂ JfOf‘ leo,ve was refused or wl‘iere no

oPPlicoiion was mode io H’ie school, Hie o,bserice wi“ be recorded as unouihorised. Ii is likelg
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H‘ioi penolig noiices wiu be requesied, in iine wiHi H16 Noiionol Fromework ond Sondwe“ Code

OJI Conduci, in respeci OJ: eoch poreni beiieved ITO hCiVG GHOWGCJ, H‘ie obsence.

If a PUPil dOGS nol relurn I'O SChOOl Ofl'er Hle leave Of obsence dale, SChOOl can consider

removal J:rom Hie school regisler under Regulalion 8, | (f) Of The Educahon (Pupil
Regislrolion) (England) Regulolions 20|3.

IJ: a PUPil dOGS noi reiurn tO SChOOl ofier H‘ie ieo,ve OJ.' obsence doie, SChOOl Wl”ﬁ
L Invesiigoie H’ie reasons surrounding H’ie obsence;

® ReJ:er io H16 Locoi AuH‘ioriiH ond under Reguioiion 8, | (f) OJ: Tne Educoiion (Pupii Rec]isiroiion)
(Englond) Reguioiions 2006; and

L MGH consider removoi from H‘ie SChOO[ regisier.

PUPILS EDUCATED OFF SITE

o Under any circumstances where a pupil is educaled off siie, (e.g., alkernative provision, PRU,
Monoged Move) Reddal Hill will contact the allernalive provision / host school on a weeldﬂ
basis and amend our regisiers as o,pproprio,ie.

® If there are any concerns about altendance / punciuoiiig / so,feguording the conback will be

increosed io doilH.

EARLY YEARS, NURSERY & RECEPTION:

EorlH Years Foundalion Sioge (EYFS), provide valuable opporiuniiies for children to experience leorning
and developmeni whilst noving fun. I} aids their social s|<ills, independence, self-esieem and iniliakes
9ood habits and rouline.
® If your child has a pioce in school nursery or recepiion, H‘ieH also must altend reguiarilj.
School follows the same sofeguording procedures if o child is absent. Parenks/carers are
expecied bo conbact school if H’LCH are unable fo altend Hirouc]h an unavoidable cause as foiiure

to do so may insiigoie sofeguording procedures or may risk iosing their pioce.
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CHILDREN MISSING EDUCATION:

o ‘A Pupll)s name can onlﬂ be deleted from the admission register for o reason seb oub in

regulahon q of the School Allendance (Pupll Registrohon) (England) Regulahons 2024,

L] If you move out of area ond the distance is too far to travel to Reddal Hiu, Please nolifﬂ us
immedialelﬂ and pll in @ removal from roll form (this can be oblained from the school).
We advise thal you contacl the admissions deparlment (Of the Local AunritH where you now

reside) as quicklﬂ as Possib[e lo oblain a new school P[ace, as Oflen Plo,ces are limiled.

o All schools must noHJ:H their Local AuH‘»orilH when HmeH are about fo remove a Pupi[)s name
from the school admission regisker under any of Fourleen grounds listed in 'Worldng
TogeHmer bo Improve School Altendance. If your child ceases to attend school and we have
had no conkack from ParenL we will deem this as a safeguarding issue. We will trH bo conkack
you and may undertake a home visit. We will then J:oHow the local auHmoritH reJ:erral

Procedure J:or a chi[cl missing educahon before removal J:rom ro”.

Absence d(lt(l

We use dala to monitor, idenhw and suppork individual Pupils or groups of Pupils when their
altendance needs to improve, and schools are required bo submil Pupil aktendance dala to the
Department for Educalion on a dai[g basis Educalion (Inj:ormahon about Individual Pupils) (England)
(Amendmenk) Regulahons 2024 PersislenHH and severelﬂ absent Pupils are tracked and monitored

carefuuﬂ. We a[so combine H‘»is wiH1 academic h‘acking, as increased absence aﬂrecks aHainmenL

We share 'mformahon and wor|< co“aborahvelg wiH1 oH‘»er schools in H’»e area, local auHmoriHes, o,nd

oner Partners, when absence is at ris|< OJ,' becoming Persistenk or severe.

SUMMARY
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A“ SChOOl Staff are commiHecl ITO working W'lHI Po,renks and PUPi[S,’ as Hw L’)GSIT W(],lj kO guaronkee as
hlgh a level OJT aHendo,nce as POSSlble o,nd H‘DCI} H‘»rough 900d aHenclo,nce ensures H‘DCI} everﬁ child‘s

welJ:o,re and life)s oPPorhmihes are Promoted.

Annex A: DJ:E 9uidonce Summorﬂ lable OJ,‘ resPonsibilihes J:or school oHendance. From |qlh

Augusk 2024

Mlps:/ / assels.publishing.service.gov.uk/ media/ 6568ae34364q0200|aed630a/ Summarg_table_o;_respo

nsibilihes_for_school_aHendance__alpplies_dpromjq_Aug ust_zozlr_.lpclf

All pupils

Parents are expected to:

Schools are expected to:

Academy trustees and governing
bodies are expected to:

Local authorities are
expected to:

Ensure their child attends
every day the school is open
except when a statutory
reason applies.

Motify the school as soon as
possible when their child has
to be unexpectedly absent
(e.q. sickness).

Only request leave of absence
in exceptional circumstances
and do so in advance.

Book any medical
appointments around the
school day where possible.

Have a clear school attendance
policy on the school website
which all staff, pupils and parents
understand.

Develop and maintain a whole
school culture that promotes the
benefits of good attendance.

Accurately complete admission
and attendance registers.

Have robust daily processes to
follow up absence.

Regularly monitor data te identfify
patterns and trends and
understand which pupils and
pupil cohorts to focus on.

Have a dedicated senior leader
with overall responsibility for
championing and improving
attendance.

Take an active role in attendance
improvement, support their school(s) to
prioritise attendance, and work together
with leaders to set whole school
cultures.

Ensure school leaders fulfil
expectations and statutory duties.

Use data to understand patterns of
attendance, compare with other local
schools, identify areas of progress and
where greater focus is needed.

Ensure school staff receive training on
attendance.

Have a strategic approach
to improving attendance for
the whole area and make it
a key focus of all frontline
council services.

Have a School Attendance
Support Team that works
with all schools in their area
to remove area-wide
barriers to attendance.

Provide each school with a
named point of contact in
the School Attendance
Support Team who can
support with queries and
advice.

Offer opportunities for all
schools in the area to share
effective practice.
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Pupils at risk of becoming persistently absent

Parents are
expected to:

Schools are expected to:

Academy trustees and
governing bodies are
expected to:

Local authorities are expected to:

Work with the
school and local
authority to help
them understand
their child's barriers
to attendance.

Proactively engage
with the support
offered to prevent
the need for more
formal support.

Proactively use dafa fo identify pupils at risk of
persistent absence.

Work with each identified pupil and their
parents to understand and address the
reasons for absence, including any in-school
barriers to attendance.

Where out of school barriers are identified,
signpost and support access to any required
services in the first instance and act as lead
practitioner if attendance is the only issue
andfor the local threshaold for formal early help
is not met.

If the issue persists, take an active part in the
multi-agency effort with the local authority and
other pariners. If a case meets the local
threshold for formal early helpfamily support,
this includes conducting the early help
assessment and acting as the lead practitioner
where all partners agree that the school is the
best placed lead service. Where the lead
practitioner is outside of the school, continue
to work with the local authority and partners.

Regularly review
aftendance data and
help school leaders
focus support on the
pupils who need it.

Hold a regular conversation with every
school to identify, discuss and signpost or
provide access fo services for pupils who
are persistently or severely absent or at risk
of becoming so.

Where there are out of school barriers,
provide each identified pupil and their family
with access to services they need in the first
instance.

If the issue persists, and there are multiple
needs consider whether the threshold for
early help is met and facilitate access where
itis. Regardless, take an active part in the
multi-agency effort with the school and
other partners. Provide the lead pracfitioner
in cases where threshold is met and all
pariners agree that a local authority service
is best placed to lead. Where the lead
practitioner is outside of the local authority,
continue to work with the school and
partners.

Persistently absent pupils

Parents are expected to:

Schools are expected to:

Academy trustees and Local authorities are
governing bodies are expected to:
expected to:

Work with the school and local
authority to help them
understand their child's
barrigrs to attendance.

Proactively engage with the
formal support offered —
including any parenting
contract or voluntary early
help plan to prevent the need
for legal intervention.

becoming persistently absent and:

includes working with pariners.

intervention in future.

authority on legal intervention.

statutory children’s social care.

schools of any siblings.

Continue support as for pupils at risk of

Where absence becomes persistent, put
additional targeted support in place to
remove any barriers. Where necessary this

Where there is a lack of engagement, hold
more formal conversations with parents and
be clear about the potential need for legal

Where support is not working, being engaged
with or appropriate, work with the local

Where there are safequarding concems,
intensify support through a referral to

Work with other schools in the local area,
such as schools previously attended and the

who need it.

Regularly review
attendance data and

help school leaders focus
support on the pupils

Continue support as for pupils
at nsk of becoming
persistently absent and:

Work jointly with the school to
provide formal support options
including

attendance contracts and
education supervision orders.

‘Where there are safeguarding
concems, ensure joint working
between the school, children's
social care services and other
statutory safeguarding
partners.

Where support is not
working, being engaged with
or appropriate, enforce
attendance through legal
intervention (including
prosecution as a last resort).
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Severely absent pupils

Parents are expected to:

Schools are expected to:

Academy trustees and
governing bodies are
expected to:

Local authorities are expected to:

Work with the school and local
authority to help them
understand their child's
barriers to attendance.

Proactively engage with the
formal support offered —
including any parenting
contract or voluntary early
help plan to prevent the need
for legal intervention.

Continue support as for persistently
absent pupils and:

Agree a joint approach for all severely
absent pupils with the local authority.

Regularly review
attendance data and
help school leaders
focus support on the
pupils who need it.

Continue support as for persistently
absent pupils and:

All services should make this group
the top priority for support. This may
include a whole family plan,
consideration for an education, health
and care plan, or alternative form of
educational provision.

Be especially conscious of any
potential safeguarding issues,
ensuring joint working between the
school, children's social care services
and other statutory safeguarding
pariners. Where appropriate, this
could include conducting a full
children's social care assessment and
building attendance into children in
need and child protection plans.

Support for cohorts of pupils with lower attendance than their peers

Parents are expected to:

Schools are expected to:

Academy trustees and governing

Local authorities are

bodies are expected to:

expected to:

Mot applicable.

Proacfively use data to identify cohorts
with, or at risk of, low attendance

and develop sfrategies to support
them.

Work with other schools in the local
area and the local authority to share
effective practice where there are
common barriers to attendance.

Regularly review attendance data
and help school leaders focus
support on the pupils who need it.

Track local attendance
data to prioritise support
and unblock area wide
attendance barriers where
they impact numerous
schools.
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Support for pupils with medical conditions or SEND with poor attendance

Parents are expected to:

Schools are expected to:

Academy trustees and governing
bodies are expected to:

Local authorities are
expected to:

Work with the school and local
authority to help them
understand their child's
barriers to attendance.

Proactively engage with the
support offered.

Maintain the same ambition for
attendance and work with pupils and
parents to maximise attendance.

Ensure join up with pastoral support
and where reguired, put in place
additional support and adjustments,
such as an individual healthcare plan
and if applicable, ensuring the
provision outlined in the pupil's EHCP
is accessed.

Consider additional support from wider
services and external partners, making
timely referrals.

Reqularly monitor data for such
groups, including at board and
goveming body meetings and with
local authorities.

Regularly review attendance data
and help school leaders focus
support on the pupils who need it.

Work closely with relevant
services and pariners, for
example special
educational needs,
educational psychologists,
and mental health
services, to ensure joined
up support for families.

Ensure suitable
education, such as
alternative provision, is
arranged for children of
compulsory school age
who because of health
reasons would not
otherwise receive a
suitable education.

Support for pupils with a social worker

Parents are expected
to:

Schools are expected to:

expected to:

Academy trustees and
governing bodies are

Local authorities are expected to:

Work with the school
and local authority to
help them understand
their child's barriers to
attendance.

Proactively engage
with the support
offered.

Know who the pupils who have, or who
Ihave had, a social worker are.

Understand how the welfare,
isafeguarding, and child protection
ssues that they are experiencing, or
Ihave experienced, can have an impact
lon attendance — whilst maintaining a
iculture of high aspiration for the cohort.

Frovide additional academic support
land make reasonable adjustments to
Ihelp them, recognising that even when
ktatutory social care intervention has
ended, there can be a lasting impact
lon children’s educational outcomes.

Work in partnership with the local
authority at a strategic and individual
level, sharing data on attendance
including, at an individual level,
informing the pupil's social warker if
there are any unexplained absences
and if their name is to be deleted from
the register.

Regularly review
attendance data and help
school leaders focus
support on the pupils who
need it.

Ensure that all Children’s Social Care
practitioners, understand the importance
of good attendance for pupil's educational
progress, for their welfare and their wider
development — and understand their role
in improving it.

Through the work of Virtual School Heads,
they should:

* Undertake systemic monitoring and
data sharing of the attendance of
children with a social worker in their
area: developing and implementing
targeted cohort level interventions
to improve attendance.

« Provide advice, challenge and
training to schools on how fo
promote and secure good
attendance for children with a social
worker.

«» Develop whole system approaches,
with social care, to support the
attendance of children in need.
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Looked after and previously looked after children

Parents are Schools are expected to: Academy trustees and Local authorities are expected to:
expected to: governing bodies are
expected to:
Work with the Have high expectations for | Designate a member of Promote the educational achievement of looked-after and
school and local | the cohort — with expert staff to have responsibility| previously looked-after children — doing everything
autherity to help | Support and leadership for the promaotion of the possible to minimise disruption to education when a pupil
them provided by the designated | educational achievement | enters care.
understand the | teacher for looked-after and | of looked-after and
child's barriers | Previously looked-after previously looked-after | (LA that locks after the child’) Appoint an expert Virtual
to aftendance — | pupils. pupils. School Head (VSH) — will:
including the i o ) ) . )
development of Work in par!nershlp with the | Maonitor and review * Monitor, report on, and evalpate th_e edm_:anon _
Personal local authority Virtual School| attendance of the cohort outcomes of looked after children, including their
Education Head to develop and deliver | and consider how schoaol attendance, as i_lthey.r attended a single school-
Plans. high quality Personal palicies, including whenever they live or are educated.
Education Plans for looked- | behaviour policies, are + Ensure schools know when they have a pupil looked
. after children that support sensitive to their neads after by the authority on their role and that
Proactively good attendance. and support good information is shared with the school on issues that
engage with the attendance. may impact on their attendance.
support offered. | Work directly with parents to + Ensure that all looked-after pupils have high quality,
develop good home-school up to date, effective Personal Education Plans
links that support good developed in partnership with schools, social
attendance. For previously workers and carers — including, where necessary,
looked-after pupils this clear interventions and use of pupil premium plus
could include discussion on funding to support good attendance.
use of the Pupil Premium » Provide expert advice and information on the
Plus funding managed by education of previously looked-after pupils to schools|
the school. and parents — including their attendance.
Monitoring
Parents: Schools: Academy Local authorities:
trustees and
governing
bodies:
Schools The school's Senior Attendance Champion will ensure all school | pfE Regions DfE Regions Group monitors
regularly based staff complete their attendance responsibilities in line with | Group local authority efforts as part

update parents
on their child’s
attendance.

(If parents feel
the school and
or local
authority have
not not
delivered what
they are
expected to
they should
discuss the
case with the
schoaol andfor
local authority’s
attendance
support team.)

the school's policies and procedures.

The governing hoard or academy trust will hold the headteacher o
executive lzadership to account for their delegated responsibilities
and for compliance with regulatory and statutory requirements.
They will review progress and provide challenge when required.
The board will help school leaders focus improvement efforts on
the individual pupils or cohoris who need it most and ensure that
school staff receive adequate training on attendance.

Ofsted will expect schools to do all they reasonably can to achieve
the highest possible attendance as part of the behaviour and
attitudes judgement. This includes, where attendance is not
consistently at or above what could reasonably be expected, that
schools have a strong understanding of the causes of absence
(particularly for persistent and severe absence) and a clear
strategy in place that takes account of those causes o improve
attendance for all pupils.

Ultimately, in cases where a school has not met expectations or
statutory duties the Secretary of State can consider a complaint.

considers muli
academy trusts’
efforts an
attendance as
part of decision
making.

Ofsted
considers
gaoverning
hodies’ efforts
as part of
inspections.

of regular interaction.

Ofsted may consider the local
area partnership's appreach
to improving attendance of
children and young people
with SEND as part of the
SEND Area Inspection, and
the local authority's approach
to improving attendance for
children with a social worker
through inspecting local
authority children's services.

Ultimately, in cases where a
local authority has not met
expectations or statutory
duties the Local Government
and Social Care Ombudsman
or the Secretary of State can
consider a complaint.
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Annex BI Code OJI COHdU,CIT (ITO be locakecl)
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Annex B
SANDWELL CODE OF CONDUCT
Annex C - This wiu be senl lo schools when uPdoled

Annex D - Iuness Absence Guidonce

DJ:E exlernal documenl lemlplale (childrenscommissioner.gov.u|<)

Annex E:
Is mﬂ child loo iu Jror school?

]} can be lTiCI(lj deciding wheHmer or not tO |<eeP leUf‘ Child Off SChOOl, nurserH ar PlGng‘OUP when

H‘»e\Lj)re unweu.

There are govemmenk 9uidelines for schools and nurseries abouk heale Iprotechon and managing

slpecidcic lndcechous diseases ab GOV.UK These say when children should be kept Off school and when
they shouldn't

If you do |<eeP your child al home, it's imporkanl bo Phone the school or nursery on the firsl do,H. Lek
them know that your child won't be in and glve them the reason.

If your child is well enough bo qo bo school but has an infechon that could be Passed on, such as a
cold sore or head lice, let their leacher know.

What to do aboul other conditions

High lemperalure

If your child has a high lemlpero,lure, |<eep them Off school unkil it goes away.

Feeling anxious or worried

It's normal for children fo feel a litle anxious somelimes. TheH may get a lummﬂ ache or headache, or
have Problems eahng or sleeping.

/A\voiding school can make a child's anxietﬂ aboul going bo school worse. IF's good bo talk aboul ony
worries Hmeﬂ may have such as bullﬂing, friendship Problems, school work or sensory Problems. You can

also work with the school to flnd ways bo help them.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/fever-in-children/

IJ: Hour child is shll slrugg[ing and iFs o,ﬂrechng H‘»eir evergdag lij:e, it mighk be 9oocl ko Lalk ko Hour GP
or school nurse.
Find 'erormahon and advice about how ko help children wiHm anxiehj

Coughs and colds
IFs J:'me ko send Hour child ko school wiHm g minor cough or common co[cl. Bul 'LJ: H"LGH ho,ve a high

temperature, |<ee|3 them off school unkil it goes.

Encourage your child to throw away any used hissues and to wash their hands regularlﬂ.
Chicltenpox

If your child has chickenpox, |<eeP them off school unkil all the spoks have crusted over.

This is usua”H about 5 daﬂs aﬁer the spots first aPPeared.

Cold sores

There's no need to |<eeP your child off school if Hleﬂ have a cold sore.

Encouro,ge them not to touch the blister or kiss anyone while H‘leH have the cold sore, or to share H}lngs
like cups and towels.

Conjunclivihs

You don't need to |<eeP your child away from school lf H‘leH have coniunchvihs, unless H’LCH are fee['mg
very unwell.

Do get advice from your Pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash their
hands regularlﬂ.

CovID-I19

If your child has mild sHmPkoms, such as a runny nose, sore throal, or slighk cough, and feels well
enough, H‘leH can go bo school.

Your child should trH bo staﬂ al home and avoid contact with other People iJ: H‘»eg have sgmpkoms of
COVID-19 and H‘»eg either:

have a high Lempero,ture

do not fee[ well enough bo go bo school or do their normal achivilies

What to do iJ: your child has tested Posihve

Your child is no longer required bo do o COVID-I9 rapid lakeral flow best if erﬂ have s\ijPtoms. Bul if
your child has lested Posihve for COVID-H, HmeH should trH bo staH at home and avoid contact with
other People for 3 daﬂs aj:ter the daH HmeH book the test.

Ear infeclion

If your child has an ear lnpechon and @ hlgh temperolure or severe earache, |<eeP them off school
unkil Hleﬂ‘re feel'mg belter or their hlgh Lemperakure goes away.
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https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/advice-for-parents/anxiety-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cold-sores/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/conjunctivitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/covid-19/covid-19-symptoms-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/covid-19/covid-19-symptoms-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ear-infections/

Hond, fOOl' and moqu diseose

:[Jf HOU,F Child hOS hand, J[IOOIT ancl mouH‘» disease L’)Ulf seems weu enough ITO gO ITO SChOOL Hmere)s no need

bo |<ee|3 them Off.

Encouro,ge your child to throw away any used hissues straight away and to wash their hands
regularlg.

Head lice and nils

There's no need to keep your child Off school if HmeH have head lice.

You can treal head lice and nits without seeing a GP.

Impehgo

If your child has lﬂp(ﬂ@g, H’LGH“ need brealment from a Pho,rmo,cisl or GP, Oflen with anlibiclics.
KeeP them off school unkil all the sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours o,fker H‘leH stark
ankibitic trealment.

Encouro,ge your child to wash their hands regularlﬂ and not to share H’Lings like towels and cups with
other children ab school.

MGGSIGS

If HOUJ’ Child I’LOS measles, H'ICHIH need LO s€e a GP CO” H’Le GP surgerH before HOU gO in, as meo,sles

can spread ITO oHlers easllﬂ.
KGGP HOU,I” Chlld Off SCI'LOO[ fOI" O,k leask 4 dOHS from when H’Le T'O/Sh flrst OPPGGFS.

Theﬂ should also avoid close contact with babies and anyone who is Pregnant or has a weakened
immune sHsLem.

Ringworm

IJ: your child has ringworm, see your Pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which case you should
see o GP.

Its fine for your child to go bo school once H‘»eg have started trealment.

Scarlel fever

IJ: your child has scarlel fever, H‘»eg“ need trealment with antibiotics from a GP. OHmerwise, Hmeg'u be
inj:echous J:orz bo 3 weeks.

Your child can qo back to school 24 hours aj:ter starhng antibiotics.

Slopped cheek sgndrome (fif”; disease)

You don't need to |<eeP your child off school if Hmeﬂ have slaPPed cheek sgndrome because, once the

FGSI'L GPPGOI"S, H’Leﬂ)re no longer lnfechous.
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hand-foot-mouth-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ringworm/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/

Buk let H‘»e SChOOl or teacher |<now if leU H‘»ink HOU,F Child hOS slapped cheek androme.
Sore HIFOOI'

You can shill send your child to school iJ: H‘»eg have a sore throat. Buk 'f H"LGH also have o high
temperature, HmeH should stag al home unfil it goes away.

A sore throat and a hlgh temperature can be s‘ijPkoms of fonsillilis.

Threadworms

You don't need to |<eeP your child off school i H‘»eﬂ have threadworms.

Speak bo your Pharmacish who can recommend a realment.

Vomiling and diorrheo

Children wiHm diarrhea or vomihng should slaH awaH J:rom school unhl HmeH ho,ve not been sic|< or had

cliarrhea ]fOf‘ 0[7 least 2 (J,Oljs (48 hours).
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sore-throat/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/tonsillitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/
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