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The ‘ay’ and ‘oy’ digraphs. These digraphs are used for those sounds at the ends of words 
and syllables. 

Introduction Introduce the digraph sounds ay and oy to the class. These 
sounds are often found at the end of words.

Main 
Teaching 
Activity 

Ask the children to draw a line down their whiteboards and put 
‘toy’ at the top of one side and ‘say’ at the top of the other side. 
Get them to work in pairs to see how many rhyming words they 
can add (with the same spelling pattern) to each side. 

Share the results and discuss and misconceptions or incorrectly 
spelled words.

Independent 
Activity Children to work in pairs to practise writing the words, one child 

picks a word and their partner writes it on the whiteboard. The 
first child checks the word and then they switch roles. 

Spellings

day

say

stay

toy

joy

play

way

clay

enjoy 

cowboy



saytoy



saytoy

boy
joy
enjoy
cowboy

annoy

ahoy

stay
play
way

clay

day
may
bay
lay

Answers:



Spellings 1st Attempt 2nd Attempt 3rd Attempt 4th Attempt 5th Attempt

day

say

stay

toy

joy

play

way

clay

enjoy 

cowboy

Stage: 1 Spelling Rule:  ay and oy digraphs.  These digraphs are used for those sounds at the ends of 
words and syllables. 
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Stage: 1 Spelling Rule: ay and oy digraphs.  These digraphs are used for those sounds at the ends of 
words and syllables. 
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-oy words -ay words

Sort your spellings into the right circle. 



Spellings

day

say

stay

toy

joy

play

way

clay

enjoy 

cowboy

Stage: 1 Spelling Rule: ay and oy digraphs.  These digraphs are used for those sounds at the ends of 
words and syllables. 

Answers:
List: 10

-oy words -ay words

Sort your spellings into the right circle. 

joy

day
say

stay

toy

play
way

clay

enjoy 

cowboy


