Skreet Child

Take [BMlko the workhousel' the policeman [IEMBRURY, waving his arms [HERIGSNEN] fowards Jim and his mother.
“Lek .die in there, if Hmeg .to!"

The boH began bo run then, head down, skidding on the snowy road, weaving the cart in and out of the co,rriages,
and Tim ran [GUSN behind. They came of lask o o [BBBBNR stone building with iron railings round if. BB
People - there, begging for food. The bog slopped the cart oulside the huge iron 9ates and Pu“ed the bell.
Jim could hear it c[anging in the distance. Al last the 9ates were pu“ecl open 53 a Porter who - out of them,
his lantern held up high.

There on the slfeps on each side of the main door stood a man and a woman, as skraighl and thin and -
-as a Pair of church candles, slaring down al them. The 505 held out his hand and was given a small coin,
and the master and malron bent down and liﬁed Jim's mother off the cart and carried her info the house. The
boU Pushed his cart out and the Porler - the 9ates shut. The maktron Poked her head sharplg round the

dOOI‘.

“Get 'm!” she bold J im, Pu“ing him Hurough. “You come . 9et scrubbed and croppecu"

_. Theg were in a long corridor, - W'LH’], co,ndle ShOdOW. In fl‘OnL Of H‘»em a man

- with Jim's mother across his shoulder.

The mo,tron closed her ice-cold honcl over his o,nd benf down towards him, her black bonnet crink[ing. Her teeHm

were as b[ack and twisted as Hme ro,i[ings in Hw gard.

She Pu“ed Iim along Hw corridor and into a huge green room, w|'1ere bogs sat in si[ence, slaring o,t each oH‘uer

and Ctt H1e bo,re WO,“S. Theg O“ watched .Tim as he was [ed Hmrough Hw room o,nd OUL into OHOH’IGF Hard

J oseph!” the makron called, and a bent man - affer her. His head hung below his shoulders like a slumpg
bird's. He helped her strip off Jim's clothes and to - him down with iCH waker from the pump. Then Jim was
Pulled info rough, itchg clothes, and his hair was fugged and jagged ak with a blunk Pair of scissors unkil his
scalp fe” as if it had been torn inko Pieces. He let it all HaPPen to him. He was too frighfened bo resist. All he

wo,ntecl was to be wi|;|'1 |'1is moH‘»er.

He was led back into a huge hall and told to jo‘m the queue of silent bogs there. Theg stood with their heads
bowed with bowls in their hands. There were hundreds and hundreds of people in the room, all si&ing ab long
bables, all eahng in silence. The on13 sound was the scraping of the knives and J:orks and the noise of chew‘mg
and gulping, All the benches facecl the same way. Mr Sissons stood on a raised box af the end of the room,

walching everHone as H‘»eH wailed J.'OI" fOOd. Jim was given a ladle Of broH‘» and a corner OJ.' breadﬂ

Afler the meal the man with the hanging head gave Jim a blanket and showed him a room J:ull of shelves and
long boxes where all the bcHs slepk He Pointed to the box Jim was fo sleep in. Jim climbed into it and fcund that
he Onllj had enough room }o burn over in iL small kugh he was. He lied Lizzie's boots o his wrists in case

angone tried |F0 s|;eo,l |:|'1em. Someone [ocked Hw dormilorﬁ dOOF. TheH [0,3 in do,rlmess.
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Dialogue (Remember to loo|< for H‘»e ochon offer H‘»e dio,logue because Hlis conveys ¢

a beHer unclerstancling OJI whal Hw characfer is doing or |’10W H’leH are fee[ing)




