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Hiskorg Wee|< 2

WALT compare /A\nclenl Gree|< OlePiCS kO modern daa

Olgmpics

The Olgmpics actua“g starled in Ancienl Greece. The dij:ferent cikﬂ stales oﬁen fought buk during

H’LG OlePiCS, Peace was declared o,nd GVGFHOHG came LogeHmer LO enJoH Hw 9ames.

The go,mes began in 77éBC in Olgmpia. H is believed Hw,t Hw games were o religious event ko
honour Zeus who was the klng of the Gods.

YOUF TGSI(

Read the arlicle How much were the orlginal Olﬂmpics like the modern Games? which is atfached
ko Hus documenf

You need lo idenhfﬂ the similarilies and dlfferences belween the Ancient Greek Olﬂmpics and the
modern-clag O[Hmpics. Presenk Hour J:'md'mgs in Hw kable on Hw nexl Page.

Keﬂ Points bo think aboul:

How Often does/did the Olﬂmpics bake Plo,ce?

Whﬂ does/did it take Place?

What do/did People win?

Who is/was a“owed Lo watch and Parhcipate?
What games and evenls do/dicl People Parhcipate 'm?
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Comparison Behween the Ancient Greek Olympics and the Modern Doy Olympics

Similarihes Diﬂ:erences
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Wriblen by The BBC

Dale written: 29" June 2012

How much were the originol Olgmpics like the modern

Gomes?

Todog's Olﬂmpic Games may seem o eroughlﬂ modern aJ:J:oir. Bul how did the original

evenl compare Wil’h l'OdOH‘S SPOC[’OCIG?

The Olgmpic Games began over 2,700 Hears ago in Olﬂmpia, in souHm west Greece. EverH four
years, around S0,000 People came from all over the Greek world to wakch and take Parl. The

ancient games were o,lso a religious feshva[, held in honour OJ,' Zeus, H’»e king OJ: Hw 9ods.

There were no gOld, sllver o,nd bronze medals. Winners were glven a wreoH; Of leaves and a

hero's Welcome II)GCI( home. /A\Hmletes compeked fOI" Hw glOFH Of H’Leir Cilfﬂ o,nd winners were seen as

being touched bﬂ the 90&5.

The OlePiCS were Sh‘iCHH for men. Women weren't even GHOWGCJ, ITO WO,ITCh.

One reason J,'Of‘ Hmeir exclusion, PethPS, was H‘LOIT Hw aH‘»lekes 0” compeked in H‘»e nude. The cmcient

Gree|< WOF(J, J,'Of' ntO exercise" meant lilera“g ntO be stark naked".

Which evenls were conlesled?

The orlginal OlePics had fewer evenls than whal we have al the modern OlePics Lodaﬂ.
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BOXING

With no weight classifications, no scoring
system, no time limit and death a real
possibility, boxing at the Ancient Olympic
Games appears to have been a brutal and
barbaric affair. But in reality, honour, respect
and fair play were always at the fulcrum of
this noble art.

&

PANKRATION

A combination of boxing and wrestling with
barely any restrictions, pankration was the
wild, no-holds barred centre of the Ancient
Olympic Games. Boasting huge men of
incredible strength, it became a fountain of
wondrous stories and stirring myths.

In Olﬂmpics 2020 Hmere wiu be 33C| events for aHmletes ko compeke in.

TOFCl’l

Y e

CHARIOT RACING

Chariot racing is one of the most thrilling,
visceral and danger-filled sports ever
invented by man. Present at the Ancient
Olympic Games from 680BC, it continues to
capture our attention and fuel our
imagination more than two-and-a-half
thousand years later.

RUNNING

From completing three marathons in one
day — post Olympic title — to chasing down a
live hare, the achievements of the running
idols at Olympia were remarkable.

SR

LONG JUMP, JAVELI, DISCUS

From flute music to slingshot mechanics,
the long jump, javelin and discus at the
Ancient Olympic Games stand out for their
intricacy and innovation. Gold medal-
winning coach Toni Minichiello is impressed
by what he hears.

View

WRESTLING

From lifting live buils to tearing trees apart
with their bare hands, wrestlers were the
wildly popular heroes of the Ancient Olympic
Games. With an unrivalied prominence, the
sport basked in its glory days.

During Ancient Greek OlePiC, there was no torch relo,ﬂ like there is }odag. The modern Olgmpic

borch relo,ﬂ was J:irsk instated o the 1936 Olﬂmpic Games.
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