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• promoting 
portability

• recognising 
the values of 
success and 
failure

• learning the 
subject of 
conversation

• teacher and 
student in 
partnership

Relate 
for 

learning

Talk 
about 

learning

Construct 
learning 
activities

Celebrate 
growth in 
learning 
habits

TRADITIONAL 
CLASSROOM CULTURE: 
 
The teacher: 

• provides the knowledge 
and expects the student 
to absorb it 

• uses the language of 
lesson content 

• finds engineering 
persistence among those 
who ‘switch off’ as 
learning gets tough 

• praises success but is less 
tolerant of mistakes 

THE LEARNING-
FRIENDLY 
CLASSROOM 
 
Teacher and Student: 

• share responsibility 
for the learning 
process 

• adopt a language 
that embraces both 
‘what’ and ‘how’ 

• understand 
resilience to be a 
learning imperative 

• value every learning 
experience 


