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Journey of a river

Moving woier hOS energﬂ. The fOS'?eI” i,|? moves Hw more ener% ilT hOS. RWGI"S hOVG energﬂ, o,nd H’»eg can wear H’»ings dOWI’I, move Hnngs o,nd
COI’T‘H Hlem O[Oﬂg as H’LGH flOW. We COH H“LiS Hw WOI"I( Of Hw river. The fo,sfer a river f[OWS, Hw more ener% il? hOS o,nd Hw more WOI"I( il? can

do. Skreams and rivers aller the lo,ndscape bH redistribuhng malerial H’»rough the three processes of erosion, fransportahon and cleposihon.

The start of a river is iks source, which could be melhng show Or ice, a spring (waker bubbling out Of the ground), a lake or a bog. These
are all known as 9roundwaker. The source of a river is usuaHH in uplo,ncl areas such as mountains or hills. Small streams flow downhill

from Hw source o,nd jo'm oner streo,ms unhl H’»eﬂ form Hw main river of a river sHsfem. The sh“eo,ms are Hw tributaries of Hw main river. In

upland areas, WO|?6I” in streams o,nd rivers is Vel"lj fOSIT-f[OWing, CUH?iI’Ig o,ncl erodmg Hw [o,ncl ITO form VOHGHS, o,ncl feo,fures SUCh as WOLGF}OHS.

Where two streams join, or a skream joins a river, this is called a confluence. When the ground becomes f[o,Her, the river slows down and
starts to sw'mg from side to side (meandering), making lo,rge bends (meanders). Somehmes, these [arge bends become cul Off from the main

river, and OX bow [akes are formecl.

The end of a river, where it flows into the sea or somelimes a [o,|<e, is called its mouth. The area where the river meels the sea (the tidal Po,rt
Of the river) is called the estuarg. A della may be formed near the mouth of the river, if the land is very f[oi and the river is very slow-

flowing and carrﬂing a o of sediment.
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